
The Shepherd And The Sheep… And Maybe A Few Goats 
 

John 21:15-16  
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 

do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
 
Mt. 9:36 - When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

 
#1 Sheep are Valuable!  
 
#2 Sheep are Vulnerable!  
 
#3 Sheep are Gullible!  
 
Six reasons divisive (Goats) people should be avoided… 

 
1. That’s what God commands! 

Romans 16:17 - I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who 

cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching 
you have learned. Keep away from them. 
 
Titus 3:10-11 says, “Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second 

time. After that, have nothing to do with him. You may be sure that such a 
man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.”  
 
2. They destroy a church’s unity and witness! 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19  
16 These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 
17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 

19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among 
brethren. 
 
John 17:21-23 - “[I pray] that [believers] all may be one, as You, Father, are 
in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 
believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, 
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that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they 
may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent 

Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” 
 
3. They destroy a church’s joy! 
 
2 Sam 20:6 “David said to Abishai, ‘Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us 
more harm than Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he 
find for himself fortified cities, and escape us’” . 
 

4. They distract God’s people! 
 
5. They are “warped”! 
 
Titus 3:11 - A divisive person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned. 
 
6. They think they’re the cause for righteousness! 
 
Numbers 16:1-3  

1 Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain 
Reubenites—Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—became 
insolent 
2 and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well-known 
community leaders who had been appointed members of the council.  
3“You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every 
one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves 
above the assembly of the Lord?” 
 
Titus 3:10-11 - “Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second 
time. After that, have nothing to do with him. You may be sure that such a 
man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.”  
 
2 Cor. 2:5-8 
5If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has 
grieved all of you to some extent—not to put it too severely.  

6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 
7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  
8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.  
 
Luke 3:8, when they “. . . bring forth fruits in keeping with repentance.” 
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Acts 26:20, “. . . that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds 
appropriate to repentance.” 

 
(1) Freely acknowledge his sin (1 Jn. 1:9; Prov. 28:13a). 
 
(2) Cease the activity for which he was disciplined or at least seek help if it’s a 
case of life dominating patterns (Prov. 28:13b; Gal. 6:1f; Jam. 5:19-20). 
 
(3) Make restitution and/or ask for forgiveness from those hurt as it is 
applicable (Phil. 18-19;Matt. 5:23-24). 

 
(4) He/she will demonstrate a genuine change of heart, a real concern and 
godly sorrow over his actions, not in order to be forgiven, but because of the 
harm caused to the glory of God and the hurt caused others (2 Cor. 7:8-
11; Ps. 51:17). 
 
(5) He/she will begin to manifest the fruit of the Spirit and a concern for the 
things of Christ (Gal. 5:22f). 
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